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Subject:     -Curtains  That  Add  Charm."    From  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

Bulletins  available:     "Principles  of  Window  Curtaining."    May  be  obtained  by  send- 
ing 10  cents  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

— ooOoo — 

The  man  was  provoked.    Anyone  could  tell  that  the  man  was  provoked.     He  frowned. 
He  clenched  his  fist.    He  said  something  under  his  breath  that  sounded  like;  For 
the  love  of  Mike."     It  sounded  like  that. 

"What  is  the  trouble?"  I  ventured  to  ask. 

"Oh,"  said  the  man,  "It's  you,  is  it.f" 

"Yes,"  I  replied.     "It's  me—or,  more  grammatically,  it's  %.    But  that  doesn't 
matter.    Wny  are  you  frowning,  and  clenching  your  fist,  and  saying  things  under 
your  breath  that  sound  like:   'For  the  love  of  Mike'?" 

"It  sounded  like  that ,  did  it  J     I'm  thankful  it  sounded  no  worse.     It  might  have 
sounded  much  worse,  under  the  circumstances." 

"What  are  the  circumstances?"  I  asked. 

"My  landlady.'"  exploded  the  man.  "My  landlady,  Aunt  Sammy.'  She  has  furnished  my 
room  with  curtains,  and  with  sofa  cushions.'" 

"Well,  what  of  it?    Don't  men  like  curtains,  and  sofa  cushions?" 

"With  lace,"  said  he.    "Lace,  and  pink  ribbons,  and  crocheted  thingamajigs. 
Imagine,  Aunt  Sammy,  in  my  bachelor  room,  a  pink  silk  sofa  cushion,  edged  with 
lace,  and  purple  pansies  hand-painted  on  it.    Pansies,  my  dear  madam.. 

The  man  was  clenching  his  fist  again. 

"Why  not  pansies?'1-  I  asked.     "Pansies  are  for  thoughts,  are  they  not?" 

"Thoughts."  said  the  man.    "Pansies  for  thoughts — I  hope  you  can't  read  my 
thoughts,  Aunt  Sammy." 

I  hastily  changed  the  subject. 

"What  about  the  curtains?"  I  asked. 
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"Rosebuds,"  sputtered  the  man.     "Pink  rosebuds,  little  "blue  fdrgetmenots,  fat 
cupids,  and  lace.     White  curtain  poles,  with  splashes  of  gold  paint  here  and  there. 
She  did  it  herself,  Aunt  Sammy.     She  did  it  all  herself]     She  says  she  would  have 
"been  an  artist,  if  she  hadn't  had  to  earn  a  living.    Allah  he  praisedJ     She  had 
to  earn  a  living J" 

The  man  clenched  his  fist  again — there  was  a  wild  light  in  his  eyes. 
"What  kind  of  curtains  did  you  want  in  ;-our  room?"  I  asked. 

"I  wanted  a  man' s  room.*  Strong  colors,  and  simple  lines — not  dainty,  flowery  fur- 
nishings.    Why  don't  they  make  curtains  of  "burlap,  or  denim,  or  something  like 
that?    In  good  solid  colors — green,  or  "brown,  or  blue,  or  orange — anything  "but 
to  ink.    And  why  not  hang  them  on  a  plain  solid  pole,  without  a  fluffy-  ruf  fly  doo- 
dad hanging  over  the  top?" 

"A  valance,"  I  suggested.    "You  mean  you  don't  want  a  valance." 

"I  do  not,"  said  the  man.    "I'll  take  my  curtains  without  a  valance,  any  day. 
Aunt'   Sammy,  do  you  suppose  that  in  your  wisdom,  you  could  prevail  on  my  landlady 
to  chuck  the  sofa  cushions  and  the  curtains,  and  hang  something  sensi  He  at  the 
windows?" 

I  promised  him  I'd  try.     I'll  take  his  landlady  a  copy  of  the  Curtain  Bulletin 
this  afternoon,  and  show  her  how  to  furnish  a  room  for  a  strong  man.     It  will  re- 
quire tact — no  doubt  about  that.    But  with  the  help  of  the  "bulletin,  perhaps  I 
can  persuade  her. 

If  a  man  wants  burlap  or  denim  curtains,  why  shouldn't  he  have  them?    Or  crash, 
or  sateen.    And  if  he  likes  strong  values  in  colors,  why  not  a  cheerful  orange,  or 
"brown,  or  blue,  or  green?    And  as  for  the  curtain  pole— it  need  not  be  a  fussy  one 
Just  a,  plain  painted  pole,  and  the  curtains  might  be  hung  without  a  valance.  Why, 
I  can  think  of  all  sorts  of  ways  to  furnish  a  man's  room.     I  hope  his  landlady  is 
reasonable,  when  I  go  to  see  her. 

Speaking  of  curtains,  let  me  tell  you  something,  learned  by  experience.     If  your 
rooms  are  covered  with  a  figured  wall  paper,  choose  a  plain-colored  curtain  mater- 
ial.    If  the  wall  paper,  and  most  of  the  furnishings,  including  the  rug,  are 
plain,  the  curtains  may  be  f igured,  preferably  with  a  background  the  sane  color  a? 
the  walls,  or  slightly  deeper  than  the  walls.     For  example,  with  cream-colored 
walls,  a  cretonne  with  a  soft  tan  background  and  figures  that  repeat  the  colors 
used  elsewhere  in  the  room  might  be  suitable  for  living  and  dining  rooms. 

In  selecting  figured  materials,  choose  conventional  designs  that  will  stand  the 
test  of  being  looked  at,  day  after  day.     Don't  forget  that  stripes  tend  to  in- 
crease height,  and  if  used  in  excess,  give  a  stiff,  uncomfortable  effect.  Sprawl- 
ing designs  make  windows  look  shorter  and  broader. 

3e  sure  to  measure  the  windows  with  care,  adding  9  inches  to  allow  for  making  and 
shrinkage,  before  you  buy  the  material.     Then  measure  and  cut  the  material  by  a 
thread,  if  possible.    Accuracy  in  cutting,  and  neat  sewing,  preferably  by  hand,  g* 
a  long  way  toward  insuring  well-hanging  curtains. 

Here's  a  question  about  curtains  for  a  breakfast  room,  or  a  sun  room. 
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Cur  tains  for  a  breakfast  room  or  sun  room  should  be  gay  and  refreshing.  Appro- 
priate materials  for  the  breakfast  nook  are  gingham,  English  prints,  rj.t  v.;  o,  c. 
muslin  handed  with  color.     I  think  my  choice  is  the  English  print.     I  have  seen  sc 
many  attractive  patterns  and  colors*    At  the  beginning  of  a  day,  at  breakfast 
time,  crisp  cottons  and  linens  are  so  much  more  pleasing  than  silks,  and  heavy 
draperies. 

In  the  sun  room,  take  particular  care  to  see  that  the  colors  selected  will  not 
fade.     Cretonnes,  in  strong  patterns,  and  vivid  awning  stripes  are  effective,  if 
they  are  sun-fast.    Many  people  prefer  to  use  natural-colored  curtains,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  unpleasant  possibility  of  faded  colors. 

A  question  that  is  sometimes  asked  is  how  to  make  the  curtains  seem  to  "belong"  t 
a  certain  room.    An  excellent  way  to  relate  the  curtains  to  the  room  is  to  cover 
one  or  two  chairs  with  the  same  material,  if  it  is  suitable  for  slip-covers.  Be 
careful,  however,  if  you  use  a  highly  figured  cretonne;  it  must  not  be  repeated 
too  often  in  pillows  or  in  upholstering.     It  will  make  the  room  confusing. 

I'm  sorry  there  is  no  free  bulletin  on  the  subject  of  window  Curtaining.  How- 
ever, there  is  an  excellent  bulletin • cal led  "Principles  of  Window  Curtaining," 
which  you  can  buy  for  10  cents.     This  bulletin  contains  37  pages  of  practical  in- 
formation about  all  kinds  of  cmrtains,  for  all  kinds  of  windows,     ^t  tells  how  tc 
make  curtains  for  the  different  rooms — living  room,  dining  room,  bedroom,  nursery 
and  kitchen.     If  you  are  planning  to  get  new  curtains  for  your  home,  I'm  sure  it 
will  pay  you  to  send  for  this  bulletin,  "Principles  of  Window  Curtaining,"  which 
you  may  have  by  sending  10  cents  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tomorrow:     "Sunlight  for  Babies." 


